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DENVER — T. Markus Funk spent the 
last decade as a federal prosecutor in 
the U.S. attorney’s office in Chicago. He 
tried some of the office’s biggest cases 
and won convictions against mobsters, 
high-profile white-collar crooks and a 
pedophile priest.

But once in a while, Funk’s thoughts 
strayed from the Windy City to his family’s 
600-acre Colorado ranch in Jackson County.

“I used to have a webcam on the ranch so 
that while I was in the office, I could log in and 
see what the weather was like — is it snowing? 
Is there a moose walking around? — just to get 
a little of my Colorado fix,” he said.

“Now I can get my Colorado fix just by 
looking out the window.”

Funk moved to Colorado this summer 
and had his first day as a partner at Perkins 
Coie’s Denver office earlier this month, where 
he’s a member of the firm’s investigations and 
white collar defense practice group.

He decided to move to Denver and pri-
vate practice partly for family reasons and 
partly because of the timing. 

“It was a natural breaking point for me 
to enter private practice,” Funk said, “and I 
didn’t want to enter private practice in Chi-
cago as much as I wanted to enter it here.”

He had reached a lull, relatively 
speaking, after serving on trial team 
prosecuting the Operation Family Se-
crets case, the biggest mob-murder rack-
eteering case in U.S. history.  

Family secrets
The Chicago Outfit, the mafia empire 

that’s based in the city and has influence 
over the underworld in Las Vegas and the 
West Coast, has committed an estimated 
3,000 murders in its long history. Until a few 
years ago, only 12 murders were ever solved, 
Funk said, and no “made” member of the 
Chicago mob had been convicted of murder. 

Those stats got a boost in 2007, when 
Funk and fellow assistant U.S. attorneys 
Mitch Mars and John Scully tried a number 
of mobsters indicted in Operation Family Se-
crets, resulting in 18 murder convictions for 
four made members of the Chicago Outfit.

 “It ended up being by far the most 
amazing legal experience, or really other 
experience, that I’ve ever had,” Funk said.

The three-month trial, which featured 
the testimony of 130 witnesses, was front-
page news in Chicago. The most signifi-
cant conviction was Frank Calabrese, Sr., 

a Chicago Outfit hit man implicated in 14 
murders. Calabrese’s brother and son were 
witnesses for the government, thus the 
Family Secrets moniker.

Calabrese was dismissive of the pros-
ecutors, frequently smirking or laughing, 
but Funk seemed to get under his skin. 
“You’re a fucking dead man,” Calabrese said 
while Funk was giving closing arguments, 
according to jurors. Funk, who didn’t hear 
about the threat until finishing his argu-
ment, was given extra security.

The case had an interesting spinoff, as 
well. A U.S. marshal assigned to protect 
the case’s mob informants was put on trial 
for leaking information about their where-
abouts to other mobsters. Funk handled 
the prosecution, getting the first conviction 
of a U.S. marshal on such charges.

In Chicago, where mobsters are 
mythologized and average people brag 
about their mob connections, real or 
imagined, some criticized Operation 
Family Secrets as taking on a criminal 
enterprise that no longer poses a real 

threat. It’s an idea Funk flatly rebukes. 
“Even though they may not be out there 

with a Tommy gun and fedora anymore, 
these are very clearly the descendants of 
the Al Capone era,” he said. “They’ve got 
the same mentality of using a combination 
of sweet talking, power plays and murder, 
when necessary, to get what they want.”

New chapter
It would be wrong, however, to pi-

geonhole Funk as a mob prosecutor. He 

has also lectured at Oxford and has been 
an adjunct professor at several American 
law schools, including the University of 
Denver Sturm College of Law this semes-
ter; he served two years as a Department 
of Justice legal advisor in Kosovo, where 
he co-wrote the country’s trial practice 
handbook; he wrote another book, Vic-
tims’ Rights Advocacy and the Interna-
tional Criminal Courts, published this 
year by Oxford University Press.

He has an international background, 
growing up outside of Frankfurt, 

Germany, in a bilingual household with 
his American father and German mother. 
He moved stateside in his last year of high 
school and got his J.D. from Northwestern 
University Law School.

Funk handled a range of cases at the 
U.S. attorney’s office, including white-col-
lar prosecution, which is experience he’ll 
draw on in his new role on the defense 
side at Perkins Coie.

Funk chose Perkins Coie on the rec-
ommendation of several former prosecu-
tors from the Chicago office who joined 
the firm’s other offices, and because he 
hit it off with Denver managing partner 
Bob Miller, who was Colorado’s U.S. at-
torney in the 1980s.

But he had high praise for the collegi-
ality shown by other Denver firms where 
he interviewed. After the interview, the 
partner at one firm would suggest to Funk 
that he also talk to certain competing firms. 
At first, Funk thought they were trying to 
palm him off on other firms, but he soon 
realized they were just making sure he 
found the best fit.

“They all knew each other and would 
refer me to their colleagues, which in Chi-
cago is not going to happen; they’re going 
to talk bad about the other firms,” he said. 
“I interviewed fairly extensively here. At no 
point did anyone bad mouth another firm 
or another person; all they ever said was, 
‘Have you talked to…’ ” •
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Even though they may not be out there with a Tommy gun and 
fedora anymore, these are very clearly the descendants of the Al 
Capone era.”

—Markus Funk


